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Federal Court Finds That Fairchild Semiconductor
Willfully Infringed Power Integrations' Patents
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Court States That Fairchild Engaged in "Blatant Copying" of Company's "Epoch Making" Technology; Power

Integrations to Seek Enhanced Damages

 

SAN JOSE, Calif., Jul 23, 2010 (GlobeNewswire via COMTEX News Network) -- Power Integrations (Nasdaq:POWI)

today announced that a federal district court has found that Fairchild Semiconductor willfully infringed its patents.

Fairchild was found to infringe four of the company's patents following a jury trial in October 2006; the jury rejected

Fairchild's challenges to the validity of the patents in September 2007; the court rejected Fairchild's enforceability

challenges in September 2008; and the finding of willfulness follows a bench trial conducted in June 2009. The

infringement was found to be willful on each of the four patents involved in the case.

In its ruling, the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware found that Power Integrations presented

"overwhelming evidence" of willful infringement, and that Fairchild "engaged in the blatant copying of Power

Integrations' patented features." The court further noted that Fairchild recognized the importance of Power

Integrations' patents to the industry, describing them internally as "key patents" with "epoch making" technology.

The full text of the opinion can be found on the Court's website: http://www.ded.uscourts.gov/JJFmain.htm.

In December 2008, the Court awarded Power Integrations $6.1 million in damages plus interest based on the initial

finding of infringement. Based on the finding of willfulness, Power Integrations now intends to seek enhancement

of the damages as well as compensation for attorneys' fees. A permanent injunction against more than 100

infringing Fairchild products, originally issued by the Court in December 2008, remains in effect. The results of the

case remain subject to appeal.
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Commented Balu Balakrishnan, president and CEO of Power Integrations: "We are gratified that the Court has

found Fairchild's infringement to be willful, and we now intend to seek maximum financial compensation. We are

the leaders in our market thanks to more than 20 years of intense innovation and investment, and we expect our

competitors to respect the intellectual property embodied in our patents."

Two separate lawsuits filed by Power Integrations against Fairchild in May 2008 and November 2009 remain

pending. The suits allege infringement of five Power Integrations patents, including two of the same patents now

found by the District Court to have been willfully infringed. The company is seeking additional damages as well as

injunctions against the infringing Fairchild/System General products not subject to the existing injunction.

About Power Integrations

Power Integrations is the leading supplier of high-voltage analog integrated circuits used in energy-efficient power

conversion. The company's innovative technology enables compact, energy-efficient power supplies in a wide range

of electronic products, in AC-DC, DC-DC and LED lighting applications. Since its introduction in 1998, Power

Integrations' EcoSmart(TM) energy-efficiency technology has saved an estimated $4.2 billion of standby energy

waste and prevented millions of tons of CO2 emissions. The company's Green Room

(www.powerint.com/greenroom) provides a wealth of information about "energy vampires" and the issue of

standby energy waste, along with a comprehensive guide to energy-efficiency standards around the world.

Reflecting the environmental benefits of EcoSmart technology, Power Integrations is included in clean-technology

stock indices sponsored by the Cleantech Group (Amex:CTIUS) and Clean Edge (Nasdaq:CELS). For more

information, please visit www.powerint.com.
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