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Explanatory Note

Darden Restaurants, Inc. filed its Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended May 28, 2017 with the Securities and Exchange Commission on July 21,
2017 (the Original Form 10-K). This Amendment No. 1 is being filed in accordance with Rule 12b-15 under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, for
the sole purpose of correcting an administrative error in the content of Exhibit 24 to the Original Form 10-K. This Amendment No. 1 does not amend or otherwise
update any other information in the Original Form 10-K.



SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned
thereunto duly authorized.
 

    

  DARDEN RESTAURANTS, INC.
    

Dated: July 26, 2017 By: /s/ Ricardo Cardenas
   Ricardo Cardenas
   Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
   (Principal financial officer)



  EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit
Number  Title

24  Power of Attorney.

31(a)  Certification of Chief Executive Officer pursuant to Section 302 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002.

31(b)  Certification of Chief Financial Officer pursuant to Section 302 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002.



EXHIBIT 24
POWER OF ATTORNEY

KNOW ALL BY THESE PRESENTS, that  the undersigned constitutes and appoints Matthew R. Broad,  Anthony G. Morrow and
Jessica P. Lange, and each of them, his or her true and lawful attorneys-in-fact and agents, with full power of substitution and resubstitution,
for and in his or her name, place and stead, in any and all capacities, to sign the Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended May
28, 2017 and any and all amendments thereto and to file the same, with all  exhibits thereto, and other documents in connection therewith,
with the Securities and Exchange Commission, granting unto said attorneys-in-fact and agents, and each of them, full power and authority to
do and perform each and every act and thing requisite and necessary to be done in and about the premises as fully to all intents and purposes
as  might  or  could  be  done  in  person,  hereby  ratifying  and  confirming  all  that  said  attorneys-in-fact  and  agents  or  any  of  them,  or  their
substitute or substitutes may lawfully do or cause to be done by virtue hereof.

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  this  Power  of  Attorney  has  been  signed  effective  as  of  the  22nd  day  of  June,  2017,  by  the  following
persons.

By: /s/ Margaret Shân Atkins
Margaret Shân Atkins

By: /s/ Nana Mansah
Nana Mensah

By: /s/ Bradley D. Blum
Bradley D. Blum

By: /s/ Eugene I. Lee, Jr.
Eugene I. Lee, Jr.

By: /s/ James P. Fogarty
James P. Fogarty

By: /s/ William S. Simon
William S. Simon

By: /s/ Cynthia T. Jamison
Cynthia T. Jamison

By: /s/ Charles M. Sonsteby
Charles M. Sonsteby



EXHIBIT 31(a)
CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 302 OF THE

SARBANES-OXLEY ACT OF 2002
I, Eugene I. Lee, Jr., certify that:

1.  I have reviewed this Annual Report on Form 10-K of Darden Restaurants, Inc.;
2.

 

Based on my knowledge, this report does not contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state a material fact necessary to make the
statements made, in light of the circumstances under which such statements were made, not misleading with respect to the period covered by this
report.

/s/ Eugene I. Lee, Jr.
Eugene I. Lee, Jr.
President and Chief Executive Officer
July 26, 2017



EXHIBIT 31(b)
CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 302 OF THE

SARBANES-OXLEY ACT OF 2002
I, Ricardo Cardenas, certify that:

1.  I have reviewed this Annual Report on Form 10-K of Darden Restaurants, Inc.;
2.

 

Based on my knowledge, this report does not contain any untrue statement of a material fact or omit to state a material fact necessary to make the
statements made, in light of the circumstances under which such statements were made, not misleading with respect to the period covered by this
report.

/s/ Ricardo Cardenas
Ricardo Cardenas
Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
July 26, 2017


